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Parts, Plots, and Episodes 
 

A short story usually has a simple structure with a 
beginning, middle, and end.  Long-form literature (like To 
Kill a Mockingbird) often contains parallel main plots, sub-
plots, and even separate parts. 
 
Write an essay explaining the complex structure of Lee’s 
novel. How do the parts fit together and what is the 
overall effect? Make sure to use structure terms effective 
transitions. 

Goals: 

RL5: Explain how the Lee structures To Kill a Mockingbird and the effect of this structure. 
W2D: Use precise language and domain-specific language (i.e., Language Arts words).  
W2C: Use a variety of transition words and phrases to connect ideas. 

Instructions: 

1) Form a thesis statement. 
How is the book structured and what is the overall effect? 

 
2) Plan your essay. 

● Introduction: general statement about how Lee structures the book and why  

● Main plots: Is the main plot the story about Tom Robinson or the story about Boo 

Radley? Is it both at the same time?  How does Lee make these plots work together? 

● The two parts: Why does Lee separate the novel into two parts?  

How does this work if the stories overlap from one part to the next? 

● Subplots: How does Lee use the little stories that fit into the larger stories (like the 

episode with Jem and Mrs. Dubose)? Choose one subplot to explain how it works with 

the rest of the novel. For example, does it pop up again and again or does it run its 

course in one go? 

● Conclusion 

 

3) Use structure terms like plot, parallel plot, subplot, conflict, climax, flashback, etc. 
 

4) Transition between ideas and make connections with appropriate transitions. 
 

Firstly, 
Secondly, 
Last, 
Conversely, 
This idea is shown when… 
In conclusion, 
One effect of… 

As a result of… 
These examples show…. 
One example of this is… 
Compare this to… 
Given these points, 
Since… 
The most important aspect… 

In addition, 
Furthermore, 
At the same time, 
For the purpose of… 
Another key point… 
Due to... 
In spite of... 

(Of course, there are hundreds more.) 
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Symbolism Narrative 
 

Write an original narrative with a literary symbol that 

develops the theme. You might choose to use the 

symbol in the story's title (e.g., "The Last Fudgsicle"). 

The story could be a true event, totally fictional, or 

somewhere in between. 
 

Your story should have all the narrative elements 

(theme, characters, plot, etc.), but give extra attention to 

establishing point of view (the narrator and the narrator's tone) and using a literary symbol to 

develop the theme.  At the end, the narrator should reflect on the symbol and theme. 

 

RL2: Analyze theme development (using symbolism in this case). 
W3A: Write a cohesive story with a clear, consistent point of view. 
W3E: Provide a conclusion that reflects on the story and its meaning. 
 
 

Brainstorm symbol ideas: (an old work glove, two dogs having a fight, a blood-red sunset…) 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Literary elements 

Conflict and plot: 
 

Main character(s): 
 

Point of view: 
 

Narrator’s tone: 
 

Theme (message about life): 
 

Symbol: 
  

 

How will you integrate a thoughtful conclusion / reflection? 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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Narrator Change-up 
Lee chooses the point of view in To Kill a Mockingbird 
carefully.  An adult Jean Louise Finch looks back on her 
childhood. Through her memories we experience the events 
with the eyes a child. Sometimes the point of view is childish 
and sometimes the adult point of view comes through. 
 
Rewrite one chapter or event from the novel from a different 
point of view. You may choose a first-person narrator 
(someone in the story) or a third-person narrator. Make sure 
to establish and maintain the point of view and use narrative 
techniques.  Follow your re-write with an explanation of how 
the point of view shift changes the telling.  

Goals: 

W3A: Write a cohesive story with a clear, consistent point of view. 
W3B: Use effective narrative techniques such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and 
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 
RL: Analyze the author’s use of point of view. 

Prewriting: 

Brainstorm: What part might you re-write?  
 

Chapter or event Point of view 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Circle your final choice. 

Is the knowledge of the new narrator limited or is the narrator omniscient? 

(Omniscient means all-knowing. An omniscient narrator knows everyone’s thoughts and feelings and 

everything that has happened and will happen.) 

Is the new narrator referential?  

(Does the reader know who is narrating or is it some unknown being?) 
 

Is the narrator using present tense or past tense? 
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Explain the new point of view:  

What do we need to understand about the new narrator? 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

What is the narrator’s tone toward the events? 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

How will this point of view change the telling?  

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

What does the telling gain from this new point of view? 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

What is lost from the telling as compared the original? 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Which narrative techniques will you emphasize? 

❏ Dialogue 

❏ Pacing 

❏ Sensory details / imagery 

❏ Characterization 

❏ Character motivations 

❏ Sub-plot 

❏ Description 

❏ Reflection 

❏ Imagery 

❏ Flashback 

❏ Symbolism 

❏ Transitions (plot clarity) 

❏ Creating tone / mood 

❏ Prolepsis (flash-forward) 

❏ Creating mystery 

❏ Creating surprise 

❏ Creating tension 

❏ Foreshadowing 
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Campaign for Justice 
 

Follow the examples of Atticus and Mr. Underwood in 
fighting for justice.  Choose an important issue and 
create a media campaign in the pursuit of justice. 
 

Use various persuasive methods and media to convince 
leaders and/or the public that justice must be served. 
You may use biased / unfair approaches also. Make 
your approach appropriate for the task and audience. 
 

W10: Practice writing for a range of tasks. 
SL6: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks. 
SL5: Make strategic use of media in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, 
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 

Instructions: 

1) Think about persuasive methods that you might use. 
 

Logos: A logical appeal. Based on sound and reasonable thought.  
Pathos: An appeal to emotions. Anger, sadness, affection, etc. can persuade.  
Ethos: Moral expertise and knowledge. Determining right and wrong.  

 
      

Unfair / biased reasoning: 

❏ Bandwagon 

❏ Testimonial 

❏ Plain folks 

❏ Transfer 

❏ Name-calling 

❏ Fear 

❏ Charged words 

❏ Ad hominem 

❏ The straw man 

❏ False dichotomy 

❏ The Slippery slope 

❏ Circular Reasoning 

❏ Red Herring 

❏ Glittering generalities 

 

 
2) Outline your campaign. 

Purpose  

Audience(s) (You might address different targets in your campaign.) 

Approach(es)  

Call to action (What do you want the listener/viewer to do?) 

Media  
(at least 2) 

❏ Speech 

❏ Radio spot 

❏ TV spot 

❏ Artwork 

❏ Article 

❏ Flyer 

❏ Poster 

❏ Protest sign  

❏ Website 

❏ Social media post 

❏ T-shirt or button 

❏ Other: _________ 

 
3) Create the media for your campaign and be ready to present your proposal. 
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Pivotal Court Cases (presentation) 
A series of real-life trials that became known as the 
Scottsboro Affair inspired the fictional trial in To Kill a 
Mockingbird. Research another famous court case (criminal 
or civil).  Present on the legal issues of the case, why it 
gained attention, and its impact. 

Goals: 

W7: Perform a research task to answer a question, bring 
together ideas, and demonstrate understanding. 
SL4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, logically, and appropriately.  

W8: Gather information and cite sources (MLA format) to avoid plagiarism. 
 
Select a case through preliminary research. 
 

● Korematsu v. United 
States, 1944 

● Gideon v. Wainwright, 
1963 

● Loving v. Virginia, 1967 
● Dr. Kevorkian Trial, 1999 
● "The Chicago Eight", 

1969 
● Sacco-Vanzetti Trial, 

1921 

● Plessy v. Ferguson, 1896 
● Brown v. Board of 

Education, 1954 
● United States v. Nixon, 

1974 
● Obergefell v. Hodges, 

2015 
● Triangle Fire Trial, 1911 
● Pentagon Papers Trial, 

1973 

● Marbury v. Madison, 1803 
● Dred Scott v. Sandford, 

1857 
● Miranda v. Arizona, 1966 
● Citizens United v. Federal 

Election Commission, 
2010  

● Scopes "Monkey" Trial, 
1925 

● Other: _______________ 

 

Conduct formal research.  

● Use the RESEARCH TEMPLATE to form research questions and compile information. 

● Make sure to keep track of what information came from which sources. 

 
Organize your presentation. 

 

A presentation is like an informational essay, and each slide is like a paragraph.  However, a 
slide should never look like a paragraph. An informational slide should look like a main 
idea/topic and a list of ideas that the speaker will explain in more detail.  The presenter should 
use the slides as a list of reminders rather than a script to read. 
 

Cite sources in MLA format (in-text citations and a works cited page). 

● Include a works cited page as the last slide. 

● Follow each research detail with an in-text citation.  

You must do this whether you are paraphrasing or quoting. 

○ Typical in-text citation: Blah blah blah (Phillips 43). 

○ No author given and no pagination: Blah blah blah (“Jim Crow Timeline”). 

○ When the author has already been given: Jones writes, “Blah blah blah” (37). 

○ No period is required for an incomplete sentence. 
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Presentation Plan 

Introduction  
(Grab attention, 
state the main idea, 
and preview 
supporting ideas.) 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Presentation body Sub-topic or supporting idea Details and explanations 

Body slide 1 

 
 
 
 

_____________________________ 
_____________________________ 
_____________________________ 
_____________________________ 

Body slide 2 

 
 
 
 

_____________________________ 
_____________________________ 
_____________________________ 
_____________________________ 

Body slide 3 

 
 
 
 

_____________________________ 
_____________________________ 
_____________________________ 
_____________________________ 

Body slide 4 

 
 
 
 

_____________________________ 
_____________________________ 
_____________________________ 
_____________________________ 

Body slide 5 

 
 
 
 

_____________________________ 
_____________________________ 
_____________________________ 
_____________________________ 

Body slide 6 

 
 
 
 

_____________________________ 
_____________________________ 
_____________________________ 
_____________________________ 

Note: Use additional paper if you plan for more than 6 body slides. 

Conclusion  
(Restate main idea, 
review supporting 
ideas, and make a 
connection.) 
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